Doctoral Program in Theoretical and Translational Medical Sciences
Complex Exam


The purpose of the complex exam is to evaluate the doctoral student’s subject-specific knowledge, familiarity with the relevant literature, and academic performance. For both full-time and part-time students, the complex exam serves as the conclusion of the training and research phase and as a prerequisite for beginning the research and dissertation phase.

1.    Organization:
•    Students who are required to take the complex exam and who meet the eligibility criteria will receive notification from the program administrator (Erzsébet Besze +36-20-8250313, besze.erzsebet@semmelweis.hu), in accordance with the relevant regulations (SZMSZ Book III, Student Requirements System, Part III.3, Doctoral Regulations), regarding the expected date of the exam.
•    Completing and submitting the application form: by the deadline specified in the informational letter sent to students. The application form must be submitted with the signatures of the student, the thesis advisor, and the program director, and sent to the department administrator in either hard copy or electronic form.

2.    Appointment of the Committee:
•    The Committee is appointed by the management of the Doctoral Programme. The Committee consists of three members; its chair and internal member are staff members of Semmelweis University holding an academic degree, and are prominent professors. The external member is a professional holding an academic degree who is a prominent figure in their field.

3.    Procedure for the comprehensive examination:
•    The examination consists of an introductory presentation, followed by questions from the Committee on the main and subsidiary subjects. (The list of subjects for the programmes belonging to the Programme is available on the website.)
•    The candidate delivers a presentation of up to 15–20 minutes outlining their research findings; during and after the presentation, members of the Committee ask questions on the main and supplementary subjects.
•    The Committee retires to assess the examination (with a pass or fail result) and then announces the result.
