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The mandibular premolars serve as abutments for a cantilever bridge, and their crowns are perforated on the occlusal surfaces. The apical radiolucency is consistent with localised chronic apical periodontitis (parodontitis apicalis chronica circumscripta). The ascending portion of the mandibular canal, which terminates at the mental foramen, complicates diagnosis at the second premolar. However, loss of the normal periapical outline indicates periapical inflammation.
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