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A radiolucent band on the root, located above the cortical margin of the resorbed alveolar process and below the cementoenamel junction, may be mistaken for caries. This relative darkening compared with the surrounding structures is termed pseudoradiolucency. In this radiograph, such relative darkening is visible on the mandibular first premolar. This diagnostically challenging appearance is more common in crowned teeth. Superimposition of the external oblique ridge over the mandibular second and third molars accounts for its more frequent occurrence in this region.
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