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Lower molar region. Between the roots of the first molar and between the first and second molars at the level of the apices, the trabecular bone pattern is less dense, producing a circumscribed radiolucency known as a structural radiolucency. This appearance may be mistaken for a cyst. Note the bone pattern characteristic of the mandible. In the alveolar process, the marrow spaces are smaller and more closely spaced, whereas near the inferior border of the mandible they are larger. A clearly visible nutrient canal (canaliculus nutricius; arrow) branches from the mandibular canal (1), which is bounded by two cortical lines, towards the apex of the first molar. The radiopaque projection of the external oblique ridge (dashed arrow) can also be observed.
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