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Superimposition of the mental foramen on the apex of the lower second premolar is very common. This can present a diagnostic problem because the radiolucency at the root apex may be mistaken for apical inflammation. In such cases, always look for intact periapical structures. If these are present, we can be certain that the tooth is vital. The mandibular canal (1), mandibular incisive canal (2), and inferior border of the mandible (base of the mandible) (3) are also visible.
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