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When do we use matrix bands and 
wedges? 

• Making direct restorations 

• Reproducing anatomical shapes 

• Reproducing contact points 

 

• Protecting neighbouring teeth 

• When cementing with composite based cement 

• During preparation 
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Direct restoration 

• II. class filling 
(in premolar, molar teeth) 

• III., IV. class filling 
(in front teeth) 

• V. class filling 
(on buccal, oral surface) 
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Protecting neighbouring teeth 

• When cementing with composite based cement 

Szomszédos foghoz ne kössön hozzá duál-kötésű kompozit cement 

Cement elfolyás irányítása 

 

• During preparation 
So we do not hurt neighbouring teeth 
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Quidelines when making a filling 

• Matirx should seal tight at the cavity margin 

• Matrix should be wider than the hight of the cavity 

• Matrix should embrace tooth tightly 

• Contact point should be reproducable  

• Matrix should be easily removed 

• Matrix should conduct light 
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Conditions of using a matrix band 

• There should be enough space for placing a matrix 
band 

• We must make space 

Quick separation by wooden wedge 

Polishing strip 
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Matrix should always be  
used with wedge 
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Wedge 
• Anatomical shape 

• Maintains space for papilla 

• Must reach on other side of 

approximal area 

• Must not reach into cavity 

• Must not deform matrix 

• Must hold matrix stable 

• Must give good seal of matrix 

• Transparent matrix with clear wedge 

• Must be individualized 
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Types of wedge 

• Wooden 

 

 

• Plastic 
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• Immitates shape of space 

 

 

• Clear 

 

 

 

• Matrix+wegde 

to protect neighbouring  

tooth 
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Matrix 
• Types – accordig to shape 

• full circular 

• semicircular 

• sectioned 

 

• Types – according to material 

• metal 

• poliesther 
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Matrix + retainer 

• Tofflemire matrix retainers • Nyström matrix retainers 

• With full circular matrix 

• With metal/poliesther matrix 
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• Ivory matrix retainers 

• With semicircular 

matrix 

Matrix + retainer 

• Spring matrix retainers 

• With sectioned matrix 
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Parts of sectioned matrix system 

• Matrix 

• Ring 

• Forceps 

• (to be used with wedge) 
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Order of placement: 
 
1.Try-in wegde, individualization 
2.Remove wedge 
3.Place in matrix 
4.Place in wedge 
5.Place ring 
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Automatrix system 
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In rubberdam isolation 

Wedge and ring must fit from clamp 

Last tooth in arch 

Mesio-occlusal filling 
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II. Class cavity 

• MOD filling 

• Full circular matrix 

• Sectioned matrix 
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II. Class cavity 

• MO or OD filling 

• Semicircular matrix 

• Sectioned matrix 



Matrica-rendszerek és használatuk Dr. Szabó Enikő:  SEMMELWEIS EGYETEM © 

http://semmelweis.hu/konzervalo -fogaszat  

III.-IV. Class cavity 

• With clear poliesther strip 

and clear wedge 
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V. Class cavity 
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Thank you for your attention! 


