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The aims of the course:  
The students 

– acquire knowledge of, and broaden their understanding of, the basic contexts of European 

philosophy and cultural history, the philosophical aspects of medicine and the medical 

profession, and the insights of European philosophy into science and medicine; 

– acquire practice in reviewing and understanding general theoretical approaches to 

problems related to their profession, in considering and evaluating the argumentation 

systems involved, and in formulating and communicating their existential implications. 

Contents: 
1. Introduction. The manifold links between philosophy and medicine (historical aspects of 

science; the concept of life; the mind-body problem; ideas on health, illness and good life) 

2. Philosopher-physicians and their theories in pre-20th century philosophy (Aristotle, 

Descartes, Locke, Schelling) 

3. Philosopher-physicians and their theories in 20th century philosophy (Georges 

Canguilhem, Viktor Frankl, Albert Schweitzer, András Pető) 

4. Classical problems: the concept of life and the mind-body problem 

5. Contemporary problems 1: reinterpreted science (French epistemology, schools of 

epistemology, science as a historical construct; the interdependence of "theory" and 

"practice") 

6. Contemporary problems 2: living systems as learning systems (embodiment theories, 

enactivism, autopoiesis, conductive approach) 

7. Contemporary problems 3: biological determination and freedom; instrumentalisation and 

human dignity; the subject of medical care as 'patient' and 'agent'; communication and 

motivation in healing and treatment 

Accountability and evaluation system: 

Requirements: 

– Completion of assignments during the semester (in class or on the course‘s Moodle site)  

– Written exam (basic knowledge check + essay assignment) 

Evaluation: 

– Completion of assignments during the semester: 50% 

– Exam: 50% 
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