Prof. emer. Dr. Dr. h.c. Heinz Schilcher was born in 1930 in Neuburg / Danube in Bavaria. He performed his pharmaceutical studies at the University of Munich between 1952-1956, and at the same time he also studied medicine. Prof. Schilcher directed the Institute of Pharmaceutical Biology and Pharmacology at the Independent University of Berlin from 1983 to 1995 and he was the dean of the Faculty for three years. The years before, he worked at the Universities of Munich, Marburg and Tuebingen. 

He also spent 17 years as head of scientific departments in pharmaceutical companies. 

Prof. Schilcher has carried out interdisciplinary research since 1962, his special scientific interest was the cultivation, selection and chemotaxonomy of medicinal plants. The chromatographic methods adapted by him provided later a good basis for standardization and quality-control of phytoproducts, so he is designated as “the father of standardized phytomedicine”. The first standardized chamomile product - among other plant preparations - was developed by him. 

His chamomile-research is well-known all over the world. Several books were published, most recently the handbook: “Chamomile- Industrial Profiles” in 2005.

During the last 20 years his main scientific targets were “evidence based phytomedicine” and “experience based phytomedicine”.
He published more than 300 scientific papers. He is author or co-author of 17 scientific text- and handbooks concerning phytotherapy. His most well-known books which were published in several editions are: “Leitfaden Phytotherapie”, “Phytotherapy in Urology”, “Kleines Heilkräuterlexikon”. The book titled “Phytotherapy in Paediatrics” was published in seven languages, also in Hungarian.

From 1978 till 2003 he was member and for 16 years the Vice- President of the “German Expert Commission E”. He is Honorary Member of the Society for Medicinal Plant Research (GA) and honorary member of the scientific board of the Institute of Plant Research in Poznan. Several medals certify his successful scientific activity. He won among others the Medallion of Semmelweis Medical University in 1990.

For more than 30 years Prof. Schilcher is in close professional connection with Semmelweis University as well as with the Department of Pharmacognosy. He takes part in the gradual, postgradual and Ph.D. educations, and gives lectures on phytotherapy for pharmacy and medical students.

Heinz Schilcher is married, Lady Barbara is not only his wife but the collaborator in his work.
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