Professor Gertrud Pfister, the internationally acknowledged, outstanding representative of sport sociology and sport history graduated in Sport Sciences, Latin Language and History at the Ludwig-Maximilian-University München. She carried out her doctoral studies in ancient history of sport and received Ph.D. title at the University of Regensburg. Her university career started at the Ruhr-University Bochum in 1980, where she received another Ph.D. title in Social Sciences. 

She became a professor at the Institute of Sport Sciences, Free University Berlin in 1981, and founded a sport history research centre. She also acted as head of the Institute and worked in several committees.

In 2001, she was offered a professor status at the University of Copenhagen and founded a sociological research group. 

From 1993 to 2000, Gertrud Pfister served as president of the International Society for the History of Physical Education and Sport (ISHPES). In 2004, she was elected as president of the International Sport Sociology Association (ISSA). Since 2003 she worked in the scientific board of the interdisciplinary European College of Sport Sciences. She is member of the editorial board for more than 10 journals, among others the International Journal of the History of Sport and the International Review of Sport Sociology. 

Her main field of research is women’s sport and gender studies from sport sociological, historical and methodological perspectives. She explored the role of women in political, social and cultural-historical changes, the gender relations in decision making committees of sport organisations, or representation of female athletes in mass media.

Gertrud Pfister has published 50 books (mostly in English and German) as author or editor and around 250 articles in scientific books or journals. 

Professor Pfister got into scientific contact with the TF in the beginning of the 1990s with the Department of Social Sciences. We organized the 6th World Congress of the International Society of Sport History together in 1999. Since that time she has been the invited lecturer of several conferences, forums, and university courses in Hungary, and has been the consultant for some Ph.D. students. 

Gertrud Pfister is the second woman to receive the honourable Honoris Causa title at the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport Sciences /TF/.
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