John Garrett graduated in Dentistry in 1949 and in Medicine in 1959. During his medical studies he undertook an intercalated BSc and gained a first class degree and a love of research into the physiology of salivary glands. He gained a Nuffield Dental Fellowship and completed a Ph.D. at King’s College Hospital in 1965. His first studies as a BSc student demonstrated parasympathetic autonomic nerves in salivary glands using a novel enzyme histochemical technique for acetylcholinesterase. The first of several papers was published in the journal Nature. John Garrett’s Ph.D. thesis was a study of the electron microscopy of autonomic nerves in salivary glands and again revealed much new information on the different patterns of innervation in different glands and species. Following these studies he began a long and rewarding collaboration with Professor Nils Emmelin, visiting the Institute of Physiology in Lund over a number of years. The physiological studies of salivary glands, utilizing nerve stimulation techniques, followed by morphological examination of tissue provided a powerful combination of tools for revealing the role of autonomic nerves in salivary gland secretory function. John Garrett was Professor and Head of Department of Oral Pathology & Medicine, King’s College Hospital from 1971 to 1993. He has performed numerous duties in learned societies including President of The Royal Microscopical Society and The International Federation of Societies of Histochemistry & Cytochemistry and he has organized many international symposia. In recognition of his research he received an MD Honoris Causa from Lund University (1985) and a number of other awards including the IADR Isaac Schour Memorial Award (1979), the IADR Salivary Researcher of the Year (2000) and the Salivary Research Award (2002). His approach to research placed a heavy emphasis on international collaboration and as a result the lives of many of those researchers involved were greatly enriched. John Garrett’s contribution to salivary gland research has been unique and sustained over many years, resulting in many ground-breaking publications.
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