Case study of two children

sl background
. P 8
Physical devﬁlopmen appropriate for her‘age. lz%a‘r—old

student attendmg class comes;from.a socially ™

mother BN alconolic\who maltreated the children, thisk they
have been cared for by/'the grandparentsifor the past 8 years.
For years the mother would not even visit them. She has a
brother who'is one year her senior.

The grandparents have already retired but in order to support
the children the grandfather frequently leaves for Germany
for several months to work there. The girl is a residential
student in our Institute, thus the grandmother has to care for
her on the week-ends and during the holidays only.

school has improved considerably. 4

Some months ago she'started toiwalk:again withia'walker, at present she
is able'to cover approx. 20imetres independently, afterwards she needs
manual assistance for she sets exhausted. However, this means some
degree of independence to her againiand she is much more motivated to
accomplish her tasks.

Her mother turned up again, she now visits her children once or twice a
month.

Moreover, her solitude at home came to an end, her brother takes her
along to his friends and she uses the computer for chatting and skyping
with her friends. (It occurred previously that for a whole summer she did
not leave the ninth floor where they live.)

Thus the once unhappy child started to flourish, she is now talkative, jovial
and merry.
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« DOB: 08. 05. 2002

e Gender: female

e Diagnosis: spastic tetraparesis
* GMEFCS level: 3

School years

Atischool entry sheyy.az rated as intellectually fiormal but she
had'great difficultiesat school, aboVes all w1th maths but also
withiall other subjects:She had diffictlties with logical
tthmg, erderingin a sequgace, highlighting the'essence;
abstraction, Leasonmg, Cting causeiandieffect=In the
Spring S04 sh Jassified as a student with special
edu'@tlonal need

In ZeiiQQbe adBilateralhipisurgery. As@ consequence she
Was in pain foralong periodiohtinie®iibecame unable to
walksfoertwo years.

Due to'that-and.terher problems at school and at home she
lost motivation, became down-hearted, sddfGuiet.and
withdrawn.

’
dmth dressing'
gare fo rselfgUsest
-
a little elp she sits up from!
i mﬂie wheelchair, onto a chair bu

|stance§and ata low pace At the moment she learns how to
pour liguid from a bottle or a jug and how to use the knife.
She has no problem with communication. She has learned to
write, writes at a low pace but legibly, can read but has
difficulty with emphasising the essence. Uses the computer
on basic level.



smriaRi ecling) she complét et ks fully,(3 scores)

e In respectafdlrﬂen,slons,A lyin g‘ mg, suttm‘ggindc(cra ling’

artially (
scorgs). Shewas unable to sitlon tHe floor wnhout’hér ick supporfeq,,_
thusghat task was aproblemifor hér—

The snpanon changedwi item 51 (walking forward 10 steps in/high
kneelingawithrarmsifree); fromithere she was unable to complete anything
in dimension D.

In dimension E (walking, running and jumping) where she was allowed to
use both hands for supporting herself or holding on to support, she
completed the tasks partially (2 scores) or fully, except walking on a/line
and walking backward.

As for stepping over an object, with the right foot leading she could only
initiate raising the knee, with the left foot leading she partially completed
the movement and needed help only to finish it. With kicking a ball
likewise, with the right foot she only initiated the task while with the left
she completed it partially. She was unable to jump and to step while
holding on to support with one hand only.

Self cargjintelléctual capacity,
communication A

He is able tofundress butneeds helpwithidressing. He needs
assistance alsoawith Washing andiUsing thetoilet. He fegds;
independently.

He isgslightly affected mentalljjihas,learning difficultiés: Has
dysarthria: Altheughshis speech is'difficulttotnd Eﬁand, he

cooperatessufficiently, isitalkativepunderstandsgfgtructions
anditries to followthemiln general helisdigeodBtiident.

His behaviourwith mates is generally friendly, as many
friends within the group. He likes to berimthelimelight-He
occasionally provoekes his classmates, behaves impatiently,
shouts and quarrels.

Once a weekhe attendsiaiwii club, his favourite sports are
bowling and tennis.
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was happy( 6-7 scores).
elestmg\y eno\gh in respect of health and pain therelwas significant
t

e
Sighificantly

wi one | tegory) Whilesthesgirl
deems herself happy.in that area too, the grandmother sees hervery unhappy:
rather than neutral).
Final questions: According toithe grandmother the girl never worried about her
future while the girl indicated , often”. The grandmother thought she was not
concerned about having CP while the girl gave 5 scores which means she was
moderately upset.
The grandmother was pleased with the accessibility of therapies and the extra
support at school (which the girl had in one place at the Institute) but much less
satisfied with the accessibility of oth eatments. Not surprisingly, she deemed
both her own health condition and the financial situation of the family bad and
felt unhappy.

General condition

14-year-old, very slim Boy. All four limbs are severely:
afflicted, spastic tone jncrease with right side dominance.
Kyphotigback. In a spontaneous situation his arms are held
up and bent, the knees lean outward from the hip.

Due to subluxationof the hip on the rlght Kide he had
derotational femoral osteotomy in September 2048

e He is physically weak, gets exhausted easily. He has difficulty

working dung the task series, needs manual facilitation
almost withieaeh task. Wearlnglongleg calllpers and'pushi

tOlbe reminded tostretchthis elbows an:

nanages a Iot of thil ith his left hand, he can drive the
Wheelchair, uses hisiBiiiiand only for support.

GMFM

As his condition is rather severe, he scored quite low in the
test.

He had 3 scores in two taskSjnamely lifting the head infprone
positionand creeping.

He partially€ompleted three tasks(2scores)®

reaching out with'the right arm toward a toy wi

crossing the midline; sitting on the floor I|ft|ngf:

upright and.maintaining it for 3 seconds, andin'gligdruped
position reaching forward with¥the right arm.

All'the remaining tasks he was either unable to'perform or
could only initiate the:imovement, tried to execute it but was
unsuccessful.




. 2 s(s of hif'answers in the first seventopics he,too,
imself {8ppy. (6-9 scores)
e Fin L/e

tionsgHe’is sometjmes concerned about his future
but did not bother too much’aboyt having CP. He had pain (6

on a ¢; 1t09), and sated
happy% i

s sce IS HEre iso correlatigMBELween the severitylofiGP

of painialsel6iblt felt

d good a'child feelsﬁﬂ)@ uch.they bother about
he @8Rdition the CP entailSa

A N
"he felis o signifigant discre‘pan’cy between the mothenrs,and

the'son’, answerl, shelbasically.deéms her son happy. - -

® The mother is mBderately happy with the accessibility of
therapies and oth ents. Sheestimated her physical -
conditionftheir fifa nd her.own happiness
3 |

moderately good?
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PEMMIGEEdD. (We hayve succeeded.)

We"are not allowed to initiate purchase in the
internet, we ﬁ%st effect bank trapgfié ich
has to be authorised: (That hasfiBEVERLEE
completed.)

Unfortunately we haye notiel

answer from the address Wiic

supposed to contact for infor



