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Professor Peter G. Medveczky
Professor of Molecular Medicine,
College Of Medicine, Molecular Medicine, Tampa, Florida, US 

Peter Medveczky, a US citizen, was born in Hungary. He graduated as M.D. from Semmelweis University Budapest in 1970. He was an assistant and than associate professor in the Institute of  Microbiology , Budapest between 1973 – 1982. He became assistant Professor at the Department of Pharmacology and Molecular Genetics and Microbiology, University of Massachusetts Medical School  between 1982 – 1990,  then full Professor, (1994-Present), at the Department of Microbiology and Immunology ( recently Molecular Medicine),and H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center,  University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida.

Peter Medveczky is a world-known virologist and molecular biologist interested in oncogenic and neurotropic herpesviruses. These large DNA viruses cause cancer and neurodegenerative diseases. He studied Kaposi's sarcoma-associated herpesvirus (KSHV) and a related monkey tumor virus, Herpesvirus saimiri  (HVS). He identified essential genetic elements and genes of KSHV and HVS required for latent episomal replication of the viral genome in tumor cells. He focused on molecular biology of the viral interleukin-6 (vIL-6) of KSHV that is possibly involved in the oncogenic transformation process. Recently they discovered that Human Herpesvirus 6 (HHV-6) is unique among human herpes viruses and the viral genome integrates in telomeres of human chromosomes during latency. These patients are diagnosed with various CNS conditions and show weakened immune responses.

Since the mid 1980, a fruitful collaboration in the field of basic research as well as training of PhD students has been established between Professor Medveczky and the Institute of Medical Microbiology, Budapest.

Peter Medveczky is a continuous organizer of the  „International Conference on Human Herpesviruses 6,7,8” conference series. He holds several NIH Grants, published more than 100 papers in high ranking journals, and author of several scientific books. He is a good organizer, an innovative scientist and an exceptional personality worth to be laureated as Doctor Honoris Causa Universitatis de Semmelweis Nominata. 

(by Dr. Karoly Nagy, October 2013) 
 

