Gerhard M. Kostner, Professor Emeritus of the Institute of Molecular Biology and Biochemistry of Graz University is an outstanding personality of international lipoprotein research. He and his colleagues have made a number of essential observations that contributed to the precise knowledge of the pathomechanism of atherogenic dyslipidaemias.
On a long study trip at the beginning of his career he acquired the most modern lipoprotein analytical methods when participating in the research project of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation. Having returned home he became the well known and acknowledged professor and then the director for 18 years of the Institute of Medical Biochemistry of the Karl Franzens University in Graz. He achieved outstanding results in the research of the mechanisms and clinical significance of the atherogenity of a genetically determined lipoprotein factor, the lipoprotein(a). He defined important phases of the lipoprotein(a) synthesis and made significant observations on the structure and degreadation of the molecule. His scientific activity enriched our knowledge with a lot of new data on the pathomechanism of familiar hypercholesterinaemia, a disease with severe cardiovascular complications. He examined thoroughly the antiatherosclerotic features of HDL (high density lipoprotein), while the description of several apolipoprotein genetic variants and structural deviations are also linked with his name. He revealed a number of mechanisms of lipoprotein–cell interactions, as well.

His outstanding role in atherosclerosis and lipoprotein research is well demonstrated by his membership in the editorial board or expert advisory panel of many leading scientific journals (Circulation, Atherosclerosis, Stroke, Blood, Diabetologia etc.). He is the member of the governing body of a number of international medical and biochemical associations, and is the founding member of the European Lipid Club.
He has established and maintains a close relationship of several decades by now with Hungarian lipidological research centers, his institution received many of our postdoctoral students and experienced researchers in the framework of bilateral cooperation. He has always been characterized by exceptional helpfulness and building friendly relations, while earning unsurpassed merit in raising our national atherosclerosis and lipoprotein research to international level. The articles published with Hungarian co-authors in high-impact journals are the eloquent evidence of his helpfulness, as well as of the constant and fruitful bilateral cooperation of us.
Based upon his international research and school-building activity, as well as his especially valuable helpful approach to the researchers of our University, I deem that Professor Gerhard M. Kostner has got all the merit in every aspect to be granted the title of „Doctor Honorsis Causa”.
